How to Impress Your Sister with (Mandarin) Chinese: Part I
With help from Claudia Ross, Baozhang He, Pei-chia Chen, & Meng Yeh

Syllable Structure

Initials
b d g ] zh z
p t k q ch C
m n h X sh S
f 1 r
Finals
a a, ai, ao an ang
e e, el en eng er
0 (0), ou ong
1 1, 1a, 1a0, ie, iu/iou ian, in iang, ing, iong
u i, iie ian, {in,
u u, ua, uai, ui/uei, uo uan, uen uang, ueng
Syllable

/ \
| Tone 3 Tone & s

Tone 1 Tone 2

Sauce:

https://www.iwillteachyoualanguage.com/learn/chinese/chinese-tips/demystifying-chinese-tones

f

Chinese Character

O3

Sauce 2: https://www.digmandarin.com/chinese-pronunciation-guide.html (Recommend this source to practice/listen to pronunciations)

Syllables and words (many words are monosyllabic) are comprised of an initial, final, and then
tone, which is marked above the final (vowel) in writing pinyin. Tone is not marked in

characters, which is annoying.

*What is Pinyin: Since Chinese is not a phonetic writing system (no specific sounds assigned to
specific characters), someone just learning the language, in this case, you, wouldn’t have any
idea how to pronounce F/NJERT]Z |



Basic Vocabulary
Pronouns (note, characters are simplified, if applicable)

I wO q:ji

You ni ﬁ‘(

He/She/lt | ta i b

Introduction to Characters
https://omniglot.com/chinese/types.htm
https://www.mandarinblueprint.com/6-types-of-chinese-character/

Pictograph — Looks, or looked, like what it is.

b, H, A, L, 8]

kou, i, rén, shan, yu
mouth sun person mountain rain

Simple Ideograph — Represents the abstract
T S B

shang xia zhong y1 san

On/above | Under Middle One Three

Compound Ideograph — Represents abstract more abstractly
7[( - mu, tree, M( — lin, forest

Google Translate
works in a pinch, but
these are better:

Grammar:
https://resources.allset
learning.com/chinese/
grammar/Main_Page

Dictionary w/stroke
order, idioms:
https://www.mdbg.net
/chinese/dictionary

Dictionary
w/etymology:
https://www.yellowbri
dge.com/chinese/char
acter-dictionary.php

Vernacular translator:
https://www.deepl.co
m/en/translator

Semantic-Phonetic Compound — make up about 80-90% of characters. One component
represents sound, one represents meaning, can be pretty abstract. See also: radicals. You can see
the [1‘kou’ radical, (see above), which is a mouth, which adds a semantic element to each word

it’s part of. (the radical in these cases is that rectangle on the left half of the character)

ny jido To call, be called
Nz chi To eat

[]715 wei To taste, taste

g chang To sing

Combining for words you might recognize.

Shanghai — J:,, Shanghai, lit. on the sea. = shang — preposition ‘on’, /& héi ‘sea’, ocean”)
China — H1[H zhonggud. A zhong, middle, and [E gud, country, kingdom. The Middle Kingdom

Japan — HZ, Ribén. H ri, sun, and 4% bén, root, origin. Land of the Rising Sun.

America — 3 [E, m&igué. 3 méi, beauty, and [E gué again. Also a phonetic approximation to

sound like ‘America’




Explanations of ‘Radicals’ from around the Internet

Note that radicals are also different in the simplified versus traditional character system.
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn: ANd9GcREA fixfbuFu44qkRoAQKX30OPth4C0-j6-n7A &usqp=CAU

A radical, or key (= SBE&, bushou), is a

: : o] mu ri yué
graphical component of a Chinese character. A\ :
This means that every Chinese character % * . ﬁ
contains a radical, but what does it tell you
about the character? Fire Tree, wood Sun Moon
When you find the radical in the rén mén e

Chinese character it will give you an T Ko

indication of the meaning (and/or A E Fﬁ ﬁ
pronunciation) of that character. Complex v

characters are made up of radicals. This Person ({)  Mouth Door (I1) | Mountain

means that it’s important for beginners to
know the radicals and their meaning. The modern system of Chinese radicals has 214 elements.
So basically, every character in modern Chinese can be divided into these elements. Simple,
right? The more you know the radicals, the easier you will be able to remember how to combine
them with each other to form other characters.

For example, the character for good, ¥F , consists of 2 radicals. Z(woman) and —~(son).

These exist as characters on their own, but form a different one when put together.
Source: https://blog.hutong-school.com/the-system-of-chinese-radicals/

10 Most Common Radicals — adapted from hitps://www.thebeijinger.com/blog/2018/01/22/mandarin-monday-get-know-
your-chinese-radicals Radicals appear either in character form (standalone) or radical form (part of a
compound character). It’s best to familiarize yourself with both.

1. The Grass Radical """ (&)

Radical form: 1 cdo

Used in character like: - (cdo, "grass"), 1 (hua, "flower"), 7% (chd, tea)

2. The Water Radical "7K"

Radical form: ¥ shui

Used in characters like: i (hdi, "ocean"), YL (jiang, "river"), J] (hé, "stream")

3. The Wood Radical " A"

Radical form: /R mu

Used in characters like: #f (shu, "tree"), #k (lin, "forest"), 4 (bén, "original"), A& (wéi, "not"),
>k (ldi, "to come")

4. The Hand Radical "F"

Radical form: 4 shou

Used in characters like: #f£ (tuf, "to push"), $i (/a, "to pull"), #& (¢, "to carry"), 1 (bd, the
"subject-object-verb" helper word), T (dd, "to hit")



5. The Mouth Radical "["

Radical form: [ kou

Used in characters like: Mg (né, a particle), - (zhi;zhi, a measure word or "only"), I (gii, "old"),
%I (houlong, "throat'")

6. The Heart Radical "/(»"

Radical form: I xinxin

Used in characters like: 1% (guai, "strange"), 12 (vi, "memory"), % (wang, "forget"), &4 (bi,
"must")

7. The Insect Radical " $"

Radical form: H chong

Used in characters like: W15 (hudié, "butterfly"), B3I (mayt, "ant"), B3 (pdngxie, "crab"), Ji
(du, "only™)

8. The Bamboo Radical "/T"

Radical form: 77 zhu

Used in characters like: %8 (Iong, "cage"), fi (xidng, "box"), 5 (xido, "laugh") & (da,
"answer"), %5 (déng, "wait")

9. The Speech Radical "S"

Radical form: 1 yan

Used in characters like: 1 (shud, "speak"), 1 (ci, "speech"), i (yu, "language")

10. The Silk Radical "4 "

Radical form: £ si

Used in characters like: 4% (zhi, "paper"), 25 (gé&i, "to give"), 2. (hong, "red")

11. The Food Radical (bonus because it’s food, so it’s important.

Radical form: % : shi

Used in characters like: (¢, hungry)i(fan, cooked rice, food, meal)Jf (bing, cookie, pastry,
mooncake), 4 (bio, to be full after a meal)

Bonus: Chinese words in Avatar: the Last Airbender (a few that stood out to me, at least)
1) Heibai — you might remember the black and white Panda/monster spirit from Book One.

M _ hai, black, [ — bai, white.

2) Yue-— H. yue, month, moon. Probably doesn’t need much more explanation, but
here’s a bit of the etymological evolution of the character (Oracle bones are super old,

seals are less super old)

Oracle Bone . . Regular Sceipt
Secipt Seal Script Clerical Script Semi-Cursive Script Cursive Script (Traditional)

» A K A A -

3) Dai Li, the sketchy Earth Kingdom Agents - A pun (had to double check). #%F, daili,
to wear a hat, specifically the cone bamboo rain hats, and {XI&, daili, a proxy or agent.

Meaning



How to Impress Your Sister with Chinese: Part 11

W dian R

3

Yoo s

1. Top before bottom

—_— —— —a

il

2. Left before right

JA AN

3. Left vertical stroke {usually) before top horizontal stroke

T

4. Bottom horizontal stroke last

+ *

5. Center stroke before wings

| R R
6. Horizontal strokes before intersecting vertical strokes

7. Left-falling strokes before right-falling srokes

XXX

8. Minor strokes (often) last

t % % £ &

>,

Some Stroke Order Basics (since you asked).
The names of each stroke, I’ve never needed
to know, but voila.
https://subsites.chinadaily.com.cn/2018-
03/28/c _208733.htm

pié

While proper stroke order was developed for
efficiency and to help teach literacy and
calligraphy/writing mechanics in general,
among those learning Chinese as a second
language (or third etc.), enforcing proper
stroke order is somewhat more difficult. It’s
not mandatory to learn, but it will help.
There’s just something satisfying about
seeing a complicated character, and being
able to recognize and break down its
components, based on stroke order.

Also, if you write wrong and actual Chinese people
see, they will judge you.

ﬁ..',?.?" English Definition
” 1/ me/my
wo
o Tot St Mandarin Unihan Definition Jyutping  Variant

Rad/Str Pinyln sandaoneandincompounds  Cantonese  "“omer

» B 7 4 Q& S

e AN Al

El 2355.0

my, we HQl

ngo5

|

The MDBG dictionary (internet) has a cool function
where you can see the stroke order in .gif format, and
there are also printable stroke order worksheets online
that are easy to find. Click the character, then the box
with the >> icon, then the little calligraphy brush to
see stroke order.

Also note that in characters with enclosures, such as
[, guod, meaning ‘country, the enclosure is the last
part of the character you write, following the same
order for box-like characters depicted earlier.



Dialogues:

REF! IR 2 W A7

Ni hdo! Ni shi na guo rén?
Literal: “You good! You are what country(‘s) person?”
Vernacular: “Hello! Where are you from ?

IR —Ni — 2" person, singular, ‘you’

ﬁ} —hao — adjective (more or less, more on that later) ‘good’

IR —Ni — 2" person, singular, ‘you’

% —shi — verb ‘to be’. You may know this, but there are no verb conjugations in Chinese! Yay!
ﬂﬁli —na, néi — question word, ‘which’ (which one)

— gud —noun, ‘country’. The enclosure is like the country’s border.

A —rén — person. Looks like a person walking (with no head or arms, but then again, these are
simplified characters)

s H
H_E‘Z, “& (name).
W0 shi (name).
“I am ”, to introduce yourself .

Alternately, you know: [“—I jiao, to be called, called.
?jil]Ll (name). ‘W¢ jiao .

Option 3: % ?, mingzi
* 8 &F Z(name)
W6 de mingzi shi (name)
My name is (name)

E/\] ‘de’ is the possessive particle, eqivalent of ‘s in English, but also tacks onto pronouns, since the
pronouns don’t change form to accommodate anything except, occasionally, formality. (f& nin is the
formal version of {/R ni, 2" person pronoun).

Example:

£ I N+
Wo de xido mao
my small cat
(note, ‘x’ in Pinyin is pronounced similar to ‘s’, but more friction on the alveolar ridge, that bump where
the roof of your mouth meets your upper teeth)



{17 ‘men’ is the plural particle, mostly seen on pronouns. Best illustrated with charts, like many things.

Comparative Verb Charts for Present Tense

| have We have

You have You (pl.) have

He/she/it | has They have

Yo tengo nosotros tenemos

Tu tienes VOSOtros tenéis

¢él/ella/usted | tiene ellos/ellas/ustedes | tienen

I wo F you A1, women F you

R ni £ ydu &1, nimen £ ydu

fib / 1th ta f you ftb {17/ 4t],tamen A you
x 5 — 1 M ¥

Wo you y1 gé xido mao.

I have a cat.

A~ ‘ge’ is the catch-all classifier.

fib VS 4t

Both are third person
pronouns, both pronounced the
same. So what’s the
difference? You can only tell
in writing — the characters have
different radicals.

1 radical is rén (pronounced
more like “run”, not Ren, like
the Knights of Ren), which is
A rén, but the strokes have
shifted a bit. A, as we know,
means ‘human, man(kind),
person).

% ‘nii’ is the word for

‘woman’, also the female
radical.

“Classifiers or measure words (liangci) are used in Chinese with nouns when specifying number. They
have similarities to English expressions like a pack of cards, a piece of paper, and a bottle of beer. While
such words are often optional in English - you can say "a beer" or "a bottle/glass of beer", in Chinese you

have to use the classifier, e.g. — A/ HR ST (y1béi/ping piji), whether you're talking about one or many

things.

Measure words may be used for specific objects, shapes, people, animals, vehicles, events, groups,

collections of objects or people, time, weight or money.

The most common classifier is 4™ [{&] (g&), which originally meant bamboo stalks. It became used as a
classifier for things with vertical, individual or upright qualities, and eventually became a general classifier

for common nouns.” (https://omniglot.com/chinese/classifiers.htm)

xR OXE A

W0 shi Méigud rén.

I’m an American (person).

EE - Mé&igub - America.

Literal: 3 M&i ‘beauty’, and [E, we know. Also, ‘Mé&gud’ is somewhat phonetic, sounds like ‘Murica’.

F1[E — zhong gud — China.

Literal: F1 zhong — middle, you can see how it’s divided down the middle. Think ‘Middle Kingdom’.




The Low Down on Numbers

- \ ” - !
. N - d v . 10 shi — a5 shi =
Yy o san M wu liu o obrAMiA: "
- \ 11 shi yi "‘ X 3p.SOneshi = “l‘
- = =P H == vsie +=| wosn w+
— / \ . - =,
y 5 3 4 5 6 13 shi san | = 50 wiishi -1
14 shisi +w 60 liushi 751
-— v I ”~ - 4 =
41- ba '1'1,( I'm; 15 shi wo + 2 70 qi shi 4 h
16 shiliv 7% 80 bashi /\-
*t‘ / ]Iz_‘ | 4\ 17 shi gi & 90 jia shi L+
5 0 18 shi ba T /\ 100 yi bsi — &
19 shi jit = 1,000 yi gian — F
Chinese Vocabulary for Days/Week Fun fact. el licated ch .
End Xinaaitia un fact, the excessively complicated character for
b} 3 2 X "qu| ’|ar_1 zero can be further simplified to one stroke.
Monday EHl— Xingqi YT| This: 0
Tuesday BHI— Xingqi'er
Wednesday BHI— Xingqisan Numbers aboYe ten are simple and intuitive, anq there
S £ - are cool theories/papers out there about how Asians
T z Xingqisi | ,re so good at math because of how easy their number
Friday EHA XingqiwU| system is to learn (eleven, twelve are oddballs in
Saturday 8 Hi /< Xingqilid English and many other western languages.
Chinese Vocabulary for Months/Year | g you have to count above 1,000, I ask you to
January —H YT yue| consult the internet.
February —_H Er yus
Ktk =R San yus Now, what can we do \yith numbers in Chinese,
April A S yud besides math and counting?
]
May A WU yue| Days of the week, months of the year! You’re smart
June < H Lid yué| and can probably see the patterns for yourself already.
July + A Qi yue Fun facts!
Atguct AA By Lﬂ%flxizgileans ‘star’
September HLH Jil yus # — qi is ‘period of time’
October + H Shi yue| xingqi means, as show, ‘weekday’.
November +—A Shiyi yue| J- yué should be familiar because 1) Sokka’s first
Bassmbar +—A Shi'er yue | girlfriend, 2), original character was a crescent.

A — sheng is ‘life, living, birth’

Transltes to ‘month’ or ‘moon’.

H —ri is ‘sun’, it looks like a sun, kind of. Japan is H A ribén, which is ‘sun’ and ‘origin/root’. (yay

etymology!!)
5 - hao is a suffix (more or less) for an ordinal number, such as a day of the month.

xmAE HE B H PN 5

W0 de shéngri shi q1 yue érshiba

hao.

mEHZE N T

Wo de shéngri shi  yué hao.
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Small Talks, Prepositions, Questions

L B
Zaoshang hao! ‘
Good morning!

xia
TP down
Xiawl héo! ‘3‘(
Good afternoon! =
«“
W 1 G ! -
Wiénshang héo! fh i(:

Good evening!

" 7c
17
Wan’an. x

Good night (as a farewell) Wil

E Yau a
) = -

shang zZuo you
up left right
A8 Hh =]
e N
na wai li
that outside inside

= iz] Vil
88 X

pang mian bian

un-, non-, -less. near, nearby = face, surface side, edge

.

Zai jian.

Bye.

H’F 3{ — zuotian — yesterday
AR - jintian — today

EU% xK - mingtian — tomorrow

H’Eﬁ — zuOnian
/%\ $ — jinnidn

Eﬁ $ — mingnian
fm]f — xianzai

TAEEARE?

GOngzuo zénme yang?

https://www.digmandarin.com/all-about-location-words.html

Notice the prepositions _|- shang and T xia in the
terms for ‘good morning/afternoon/evening’, and
how the prepositions are metaphorical in the
expressions. Lots of Chinese words/terms employ
prepositions as such.

Another example: the preposition for ‘outside’
(4MH waimian, lit. ‘outside surface’, to say
you’re outside a building or something.

The word for ‘foreigner” is /ME N, waigud rén.
gud, A rén we’ve mentioned briefly before,
gud meaning ‘country’, the character complete
with its enclosure box, representing the country’s
borders, and A rén, meaning ‘person’, and looks
like a person.

How is work.

SR W TAEEARE?

Jintian de gongzuod zE€nme yang?
How is today’s work? (How is work today?)




AR ER

W0 hén léi.
I’m tired.

(’'m very tired)

TR R
W6 y€ hén éi.
I also am (very) tired.

AR,

W6 hén €.

I’m hungry

I’'m (very) hungry.

? E hén by itself means ‘very’,

and acts as an intensifier, but has come to fit
grammatically into state-of-being

statements naturally. (prounounced like ‘hun’
the traditional bad guys in Mulan, not ‘hen’,
like the female chicken.

Question Formation
PRe 2

Ni ne?

And you?

This is one of the simplest ways to form a
question — with the question particle W¢ ne.
note that it has no tone, or neutral tone.

PRaF N ?
Ni hdo ma?
How are you?

Homophones — there are a ton in Chinese, for
reasons previously discussed. We have a concrete
example with this new vocabulary.

1E zuo in TAF gongzuo, work (noun)

H’F zud In H’E?{ zuotian (yesterday)
Notice how the two ‘zud’ characters are different
with regards to the lefthand radical.

H’F zud has the ‘sun’ radical (H ri, which we’ve
covered briefly), which makes sense semantically as
a ‘time of day’ term.

K tian (n.) means ‘day’, and translates literally to
‘sky’, among a few other things.

I_ gong (n.) means ‘labor(er)’ or ‘work(er).
’ﬁf zuo here has the / rén radical, or ‘person’,

which is the same as A rén, the same character in
non-radical form. It’s pretty esay to see that how,
when A rén becomes a radical, it just shifts around a
bit. This ‘person’ radical makes sense in this /f zuo,
as doing work requires a person to be doing that
work (this is from a time period without machine
drones to do the work for you, unlike us Amazon
grunts). Hopefully you’re starting to see the
intuition/logic behind the characters.

The "% ma is the more common question particle, and tags onto the end of a statement to make it
a yes/no question. /REFM%? Ni hio ma? literally is you-good-yes/no?

AR ?

Dui bu dui?

Right not right? / is it right? / right? (rhetorically)

This is the last (common) way to form questions, a pattern of Verb-‘not-‘Verb’, with the same
verb being repeated. A~ bu is important — it’s the main negation word in Chinese, although it’s
exact translation to English varies depending on context (no, not, have not, etc)




How to Impress Your Sister with Chinese: Part IV
Kinship Terms (simplified, because there are TONS of them) and some holiday stuff

P g

se [Family Tree
> 1 o ﬁzﬂlgﬂ — mama, mom

T — baba, dad

BB — gégé, older brother

55 55 — didi, younger brother
ﬁ*ﬁﬂi — meimei, younger sister

Kqﬁ% — ayi, aunt, also a polite/generic
term for a woman (like, a kid came up to
me in a bookstore once and tried looking at
the book I was holding, and her mom
pulled her away and said, “this is Ayi’s”)

'ﬂlz_l'ﬂlz_l — bobo, uncle
W49)5 — niinai, grandma
‘%% — yéye, grandpa

X2
Zhe shi wo ...
This is my ... ( mom, older brother, younger sister)

ftb / w23

Ta shi wo ...

(S)he ismy ...

REHK

Ni shi wo ...

You are my ... (HJ¢, riguang, sunshine, but we’re sticking to familial terms for now)
iz, HERREE.

Luke , wo shi ni baba.

Luke, I am your father. (Except I think he would have used 3%, fugin, which is more formal,

like ‘father’, not ‘dad/papa’)

Now, you’ll probably notice in the family tree that there are different words for
uncles/aunts/cousins/grandparents etc. depending on whether they’re on mom’s side as opposed
to dad’s side. Then there are different terms for cousins depending on if they’re from an older or
younger sibling, and that sibling is a brother or a sister, then there’s terms for inlaws and so on.
Google ‘Chinese Kinship Terms’ and you’ll get a better and crazier explanation. The YouTube
channel ‘Off the Great Wall’ has a good video on this, if I remember correctly.



Other generic terms related to family:

5&% fuqin father (more formal)

% muqin mother (more formal)

T fumu parents (alternatively, €545, bama, can be
used informally)

KA jiarén (%%, jia, house, home | Family (‘family people’)

family)

St ji zhangfu husband

KK taitai wife

ZF haizi child

JLF érzi son

sJIf nii'ér daughter

Jha F 4 dushengzi nii only child

j(ﬁ dajia (K, da, big) everyone . A common greeting is K &,
dajia hao, ‘Hello, everyone’.

PR o o

Zhuni ...

Wish you ...

This works for birthdays and holidays, probably weekends etc. The lyrics to happy
birthday are literally #1#/R4 Ht &=, Zhu ni shéngri kuaile, ‘wish you birthday happy’.

BEFRREK ! Zhoumo kuaile! — have a good weekend!

Note on [& zhou — shorter term for ‘week’, mostly interchangeable with 2 £, xingq,
also ‘week’, literally ‘star’ ‘period’. Instead of 2 £f—, xingqi y1 for ‘Monday, you can simply
say [&—‘zhouy1 .

%iﬂjﬁ — Shéngdanjié — Christmas. (£ sheng, ‘holy, sacred’, i dan, ‘give birth, bear
child’, 95 jié, holiday), Consumer Christmas is definitely a thing in China, at least urban China.

M ~+—, shuang shiyi — this was the holiday I didn’t know existed. As the name implies,
it’s on November 11. That is, 11/11. The name shuang shiy1 is ‘double eleven’, ‘shuang’ being
an ideograph for ‘pair, double’, as you can probably see. The holiday was originally anti-
valentine’s day, ‘singles day’, because of the 1’s, but it’s basically become their black Friday,
with crazy shopping deals. (Note, I didn’t really hear anyone wish anyone else a happy Single’s
Day, it’s just an interesting cultural thing that felt relevant)

Chinese New Year (BT, chinjié, Spring Festival) is world-famous, the one with the
fireworks and dancing dragons, with the Chinese Zodiac and everything.

Mid-Autumn festival is known for its moon cakes (literally 1§k, zhongqit, and you’ll

remember A zhong, ‘middle’, from H1[E zhongguo, ‘China’, the Middle Kingdom),



How to Impress Your Sister with Chinese: Part V

More Verb Stuff

So if you’ve ever studied another language, odds are that you’re familiar with the term
‘verb conjugation’, sometimes called ‘verb agreement’. Many languages have verb agreement,
and many languages have very complex aspects inflected on the verb (time or tense, subject(s),
whether or not the verb has a direct or indirect object, and so on, but that’s as bit outside the
scope of our discussion). In English, it looks something like this, and this should look familiar
from Part II of this lesson series:

Basic Verb Review

*Disclaimer: like with most things in life, but especially grammar and languages, there are exceptions
to be found, sometimes in abundance. For the sake of the discussion, here’s a simplified overview of how our
native English speaker brain puts verbs to use in everyday language. Hang in with me through this, because I
think it’s important to be able to compare the two verb systems. But I thought it best to review what we should
already know before diving into something new.

Basic verb conjugation chart. Notice the organization of subject pronouns by first/second/third person
and singular/plural.

Subject Verb Subject Verb
I (1% person singular) verb We (1% person plural) verb
You (2™ person singular) verb You (2™ person plural) verb
He/she/it (3" person singular) verbs They (3" person plural) | verb

(The present/past tense can also be translated as I verb, I do verb, I am verbing, and I verbed, I was
verbing, I did verb).

What this looks like with an actual verb. (yes, there are regular and irregular verbs in most languages
with verb conjugations. For the sake of simplicity, we’ll be talking about the regular patterns to identify the
verb endings, which are highlighted for you.

To eat, present tense, English To eat, past tense, English
I eat We eat I ate | We ate
You eat Yall eat You ate | Y’all | ate
He/she/it | eats | They eat He/she/it | ate | They | ate
It’s pretty easy to see that the verb, ‘eat’ doesn’t change form very much, from subject to subject in
English.

And if you’re familiar with other western languages, you probably know the new world that is
compound tense agreement. (tengo, tienes, tiene, etc. in Spanish, or j’avais mangé, tu t’es prepare in French,
and so on. If you’re not familiar, then no problem, and you have more brain space for what’s to come.

Good job! Hopefully most of that grammar stuff was review for you and you didn’t even
need it and you were annoyed you were even expected to read it. But just in case, it doesn’t hurt
to have a thorough(ish) handout. On to the good news.

Chinese doesn’t have any of that. Wanna see a ‘verb chart’ in Chinese?

NZ chi, ‘to eat’, Mandarin
Subiect Verb Subiect Verb *note: nin }fé_',t is the formal

jec

wo | F nz women | FA(] nz version of ni {/R

ni | R 172 nimen | {R{f] 172

(nin) | #= (ninmen) | #z41] Also note the [ kou,

ta b nz tamen 1A nz mouth radical that’s part of
it )] the verb iZ. Wonder why

that is...




To form verb tense or talk about when the action occurred is also simple. You just need to
put the time word at the beginning of the sentence to give context. The only stipulation is the
addition of the 7 ‘le’ particle. It’s similar to the '3 ma, question particle’ (fR¥FIZ ? how are
you?) , or the NE ba, suggestion particle (EME, zou ba!, let’s go!). T le indicates a completed
action. However, it is not a “past tense’ marker.

1. IME I| ZiR.

Xianzai wo chi fan.
Now I (am) eat(ing) food. (literally, eating rice)

2. FER I mZIR T
Zudtian wo chi fan le.

Yesterday I eat food (completed action particle)

3. X I BE 12k
Mingtian wo xiangyao chi fan.

Tomorrow I want (to) eat food.

4. R izl 77
Ni chifan le ma?

Have you eaten? (a really common greeting, akin to ‘what’s up?)
5. BZ7Y is the analogous response to ‘not much’, literally, ‘ate’.

Which raises a good point — A common question is how do you say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in
Chinese? And the answer is that it depends (this is the most common answer to most questions,
just so you know). It depends on the verb used in the question asked, and you just respond yes/no
by affirming the verb again or not.

Question Answer

fREFG ? 7.

Ni hdo ma? Hao.

Are you good? Good. (yes, good)

(kind of a clunky, literal translation)

RERZEEA ?
Ni shi bu shi méigud rén?
Are you American?

= (REA)
shi, yes I am

A2 (REA)

+& — shi, to be bu shi,
A~ — bu, negation word no, am not
REREHARB Y wH .
Ni you méiyou na bén shi? méiyou.
Do you have that book? Don’t have.

F — you, to have
7% — méi, negation only for & *
#B — na, that

*terms and conditions apply

ZK — bén, classifier for books, files, periodicals.
pronounced more like ‘bun’, or a combination of
‘ben’ and ‘bun’

3 — shii, book




How to Impress Your Sister With Chinese: Part IV
Useful Verbs, Compound Verbs, and Questions

Verb
(Simplified)

Verb
(Pinyin)

English

Example

=

al

to love

B | % | FEIR.
Wién’an!’Wo ai ni.
Good night! I love you.

xuéxi

to study

%3
Xuéxi hao.
Study well.

qu

to go

REWRIL ?
Ni qunad’er?
Where are you going?

lai

to come

RERIREIET ?
Zuotian ni 1ai gongzuo le?
Did you come to work yesterday?

shi

to be

BEXEA.
W6 shi méiguo rén.
I’m American.

to have

BEREMNAL.
W6 you héndud de péngyou.
I have many friends.

yao

to want

REMZIBH,
W0 yao chi jirou.
I want to eat chicken.

xiang

would like to, to
think, to miss

ZFARIR.
Hao xidng ni.
(I) miss you.

xilyao

to need

BEEYG Y
Xiyao bangzhu ma?
Do (you) need help?)

bangzhu

help, to help

FE] IAH BARAG
W kéyi bangzhu ni ma?
Can [ help you?

aJId

kéyi

may, can
(permission)

EAE?
W6 keéyi qu?
May I go?

anp
(aYay

néng

able to, ability

fREEIZ =S KIRMG °
Ni néng chi san wéan mifan ma?
Can you eat three bowls of rice?




hui

able to, can
(learned or trained)

R HXG ?

Ni hui shud zhongwén ma?

Can you speak Chinese?

(—m= &, yidiandian, a little bit)

yinggai

should

TRIZSF 47
Ni yinggai xuéxi hao.
You should study well.

Zuo

to do, make

BA?
Z&nme zuo?
Howtodo ...

to walk

BAE?

Z¢nme zou?
How to go (to place)

xié

to write

5HE. BEXF,
Xié€ pinyin. Xi¢ hanzi.
Write Pinyin. Write characters.

da

to read

FEWREL.
W0 xihuan da.
I like to read.

ting

to hear, listen

TR, o o

W6 ting shuo. ..

I’ve heard it said...
KERTE R

W6 xihuan ting yinyue.
I like to listen to music.

shuo

to speak

i TE WEITRIR,
Ta shudhua shud de hén kuai.
He speaks quickly.

kan

to see, look, watch

FHCK,

kan qi 1ai,
seems like
FiLXK,

kan guo lai,
look over here

xihuan

to like

REHAEF

Ni you shéme aihao?
What are your hobbies?
HEX. - -

W6 xihuan...

I like

Ttk

gongzuo

to work

KA TIE.
W6 bu xihuan zuod gongzuo.
I don’t like to do work.




to drink

RRIZ MK,
Ni yinggai hé shui.
You should drink water.

chi

to eat

RIZIR TG ?
Ni chi fan le ma?
Have you eaten?

shuijiao

to sleep

fREESSF TG 7
Ni shuijiai hdo le ma?
Did you sleep well?

zhidao

to know

XA, BAFE.

Dui bu qi, wo bu zhidao.

Sorry, I don’t know. (Important
phrase, I used it daily)

Also: EARTFEE. Zhén bu hio yisi.
Sorry (has slight connotation of being
embarrassed)

% ial@, Méi wenti. No problem.

dong

to understand

BAE,
W6 bu dong.
I don’t understand.

yong

to use

AT ARFNEXE,

Bu kiyi yong shoujt zai zheli.
(You) can’t use cell phones in this
place.

]

wen

to ask

BEEMR. o -
Xidangyao wen ni...
I want to ask you...
HE DA,
W6 you y1 ge wenti.
I have a question.

AN
e

géi

to give

\_-:l:_ N
BIRET. - -
Qing ni géi wo...
Please give me...

iR

kaishi

to begin

FFaaneE.
Kaishi ba.
Let’s start.

TE

kaiche

to drive (car)

BArAHMERARE.
Wo bu zhidao zénme kaiche.
I don’t know how to drive (a car).

4

déng

to wait

Varay

o

dén y1 xia!
Wait a minute!




Questions

shéi

who

FZ 1 ? Na shi shéi? Who’s that?
ftb2 7 ? Ta shi shéi? Who’s he?
EMB ST 7 FAIEE ©

Shéi chi wanle wo de pinggud?
Who ate my apple?

4

shé me

what

X224 ? Zhe shi shéme?
What is this?

FBE 4 ? Na shi shéme?
What is that?

S

na li

where

YREEBBE 7 NI zai ndli?
Where are you?

R EB BR EE 2 nali, nali, ‘where, where’,
expression of modesty when receiving
a compliment.

A,
TR L

nd ge, na xié

which one(s)

YREFR/™ ? Ni ydo nage?
Which do you want?

(AN

shéme shihou

when (what time)

Fria 4 8% ? Kaishi shéme
shihou?
What time did it/does it start?

A4

wel shé me

why (for what)

A ARRE ?

Weishéme ni hén 1€1?

Why are you tired?

A RETESAT,

Yiwei wo shuijido shui dé bu héo.
Because I slept badly.

=

700N

zénme

how

BEEAE”
Tashtgudn zénme zO6u?
How do you get to the library?

z0

dotishao

how many, how
much

YAl

Dianndo dudshao qian?

How much is the computer?

g Y

Zhén de ma? Really??

K527 ! Tai gui le! Too expensive.
A IM{EE— 5 ? K&yl pianyi yi didn?
Can you make it a bit cheaper?

(how a stereotypical bartering
exchange goes)




